
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2017/aug/04/arkansas-tattoo-artists-compete-reality-tv-
show/ 
	

	
	

Central Arkansas tattoo artists set to return to 
reality TV competition 
By Kally Patz 
This article was published today at 4:09 p.m. 
	
They never play music on Ink Master. That’s one of the first things Katie McGowan, a 
central Arkansas tattoo artist, noticed when she began competing on the show during its 
sixth season in 2015. 
 
Though Katie McGowan and her boss, Matt O’Baugh, were both eliminated from Spike 
TV's Ink Master (she made it to week 11; he made it to the final round on week 16), 
they'll soon return to the reality TV competition.  
 
The current season introduces an old pair of contestants for each new pair eliminated, 
which means McGown and O'Baugh will have a second chance to compete together for 
a $200,000 grand prize. 
 
When McGowan does a tattoo in Sherwood, there’s always indie, hip hop, country or 
metal playing in the background — whatever happens to be on the playlist at Black 
Cobra Tattoo that day. 
 
She knows her clients well. Some of them have been coming to see her for six or seven 
years. 
 
The relationship between a tattoo artist and a client is a particular one, bred on trust and 
pain and fear. 
 
“You know what they had for dinner, their problems with the family,” O’Baugh said of his 
clients. “You know when they move out of their house, when someone in their family 
dies.” 
 
On Ink Master, it’s different. Each contestant meets the person who will be their canvas, 
then immediately goes to work on the image they will bear for the rest of their life. 
 
The whole thing is a bit like a cooking competition, with higher stakes. 
 
Canvases learn what image they will receive the day before, and they have little say in 
how it comes out. There is a spinoff show, Ink Master: Redemption, for those who do 



not like the result. 
 
“The people at the end have a pretty good chance of getting something good,” 
McGowan said. “But it’s worst if you come near the start of the show.” 
 
Some canvases care, others don’t. They’re fans of the show or they want something for 
free, or they’re trying to get on TV to drop their latest mixtape. 
 
McGowan treats them all like she knows them well. Though there are cameras behind 
her and thousands of dollars on the line, she tries to appear calm, like she doesn’t have 
a six-hour deadline for a tattoo that usually takes 12. 
 
Her tattoos on the show are colorful and girly and bright. They have included a gypsy 
head, a stained glass dolphin and a neo-traditional owl. 
 
McGowan said she draws from The Simpsons and Rugrats!, shows she sketched 
meticulously when she was young. 
 
She likes bold black outlines and bright color, so she knew she was finished the week 
competitors were asked to replicate the paintings of old masters, and she drew Monet. 
His fine brushstrokes are distinctly not her style. 
 
This time, she said, she won't be beat. 
 
Her tattoo parlor will be holding a viewing party Tuesday. The show airs at 9 p.m. on 
Spike. 
 


